ERASMUS

exercises. The spirit of faction will, therefore, unfailingly
reap a victory by appealing to the inexhaustible discon-
tent of mankind and turning it into certain definite
channels. In humanism5 in Erasmus's teaching, however,
there is no room for the passion of hatred; on the con-
trary, the distant and scarcely visible goal towards
which it heroically and patiently strives is formed of an
aristocracy of the spirit; and until this goal is reached,
the folk of which humanists dreamed, the all-embracing
European nation, cannot be compacted into a united
whole. Pan-Europa, Cosmopolis, must exist before it can
win general allegiance. Idealists as well as those who
know human nature, those who believe in the ultimate
achievement of unity among men, cannot afford to blink
the fact that their work in this cause is perpetually
menaced by irrational passion; they need to realize in all
humility that at any moment the flood-gates of fanaticism
may burst open; and, pressed forward by the primal
instincts lying at the base of all that is mortal, the torrent
of unreason will break down the dams and inundate and
destroy everything that impedes it. Nearly every genera-
tion experiences such a set-back, and it is the duty of
each to keep a cool head until the disaster is over and
calm is restored.

It was Erasmus's tragical destiny to live through such
a time of storm and stress. He, the most unfanatical, the
most anti-fanatical of men, living at a moment when the
supranational ideal was taking a solid hold upon Euro-
pean thinkers, had to witness one of the wildest out-
breaks of national and religious mass-passion that history
has ever had to relate. In general, those events which we
are wont to deem of great historical importance hardly
enter the sphere of popular consciousness. Even the huge
waves of the earlier wars merely touched the outside
marge of folk-life and were confined within the borders
of those nations or those provinces which happened to be
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